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Curriculum Intent 

Here at Elton C of E Primary School, our geography curriculum aims to inspire pupils with a curiosity and fascination about the 

world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. 

The role of geography at our school is to develop children’s interest, appreciation, knowledge and understanding of the diversity of 
the world and people around us. Children will gain knowledge and understanding of the world, its environments and places near 
and far, as well as the processes that create and affect them. Geography also enables children to see the interaction between 
Earth’s features, how these change over time and to apply this understanding when learning about different places.    

Curriculum Implementation 

At our school, physical, human and environmental geography are taught through our ‘Big Questions.’ Although different 
elements of geography are covered throughout the school year, Geography is the main curriculum focus of the Spring term 
and the ‘Elton Explores’ theme. In order for the children to retain the knowledge that they have gained throughout the previous 
terms and years, short recap/quiz style sessions are planned and delivered by the teachers on a regular basis.  

Our school’s geography curriculum is designed with components which run throughout and are built on in each year group: location 
knowledge, place knowledge, understanding human and physical geography and geographical skills and fieldwork. 

The children in Key Stage One follow a 2 year rolling programme to ensure that they are taught the required National Curriculum 
objectives throughout the key stage. In KS1 children learn to locate the UK and its countries/surrounding seas and the continents of 
the world. Children also develop knowledge of the location and features of their local area and begin to compare their local area to 
localities in other parts of the world. 

Key Stage Two follow a one (Year 6) or three year (Years 3,4,5) rolling programme, depending on the year group. In Key Stage 
2, pupils extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom, Europe and o ther 
continents throughout the world. This includes the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant 
human and physical features. Our pupils develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enrich their  
locational and place knowledge. 

Fieldwork is also a key part of Geography which encourages exploration of their own environment and challenges children to make 
connections between their local surroundings and contrasting areas. We are so lucky to be based in such a stunning location which 
offers so many opportunities for fieldwork right on our doorstep!  
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Curriculum Impact 

Every child has a geography book that goes with them through the school, so they can build on prior geographical skills and 
knowledge and access subject-specific vocabulary.  Formative assessment takes place throughout the school year and teachers 
use this information to inform future lessons, ensuring that children are supported and challenged appropriately.  Subject leaders 
identify any trends or gaps from the assessment, and adapt the curriculum and subject plan appropriately.  This ensures that all 
children have a wide geography base and opportunity to develop geographical thinking and skills.  In turn, this promotes personal 
development and the concept of the child as a future world citizen. 

Extra-curricular opportunities 

• Throughout the year, geography (and geography fieldwork) is a learning option in our Homework Matters 

• Orienteering games and challenges in before and after-school clubs, along with Elton Enrich, gives further opportunities for 
children to develop their geographical skills and knowledge. 

• Links with the One Love charity in India, provide children with real interactions and living geographical evidence of life in 
another country. 
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