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Latin Overview written by Jane Murphy, Subject Leader 

Curriculum Intent 

At Elton we have chosen to teach Latin because of the rich opportunities that come from learning this ancient language. As well as being a fascinating language in its own right, 
knowledge of Latin helps to develop Literacy skills. Through Latin, children develop their knowledge of spelling and vocabulary through learning the Latin roots of English words, 
and also deepen their understanding of grammar (Latin is a logical step after phonics, reinforcing the notion of structure and pattern in language). Furthermore, as many of our 
children go to different secondary schools, where the language studied in Year 7 across the schools is not the same, we decided that a grounding in grammar and vocabulary 
roots would be a useful base regardless of the first language studied. Alongside language learning, the study of Roman civilizations aids cultural literacy, encourages cultural 
insights and gives opportunities for wide-ranging thinking across many subjects (including history, arts, maths and science). 

Curriculum Implementation 

We follow the Maximus Classics Latin Language Scheme of Work. This is a scheme and set of digital resources that teaches the Latin language in a way that enhances English 
literacy, both in its choice of vocabulary and grammar covered. It consists of sixteen units, each with a particular grammar focus. Each unit explores the history behind English’s 
links to Latin. Vocabulary used on the course is selected to facilitate the exploration of interplay between Latin and English vocabulary and every lesson incorporates games or 
activities drawing on this. The course also tracks KS2 elements such as word class, tense and auxiliary verbs using the same terminology used in English GPS 
(Grammar/Punctuation/Spelling) teaching. 

Progression in the learning of Latin is evidenced in two main ways: each child retains a Latin folder containing all of their  written work. This gives each pupil the opportunity to 
reflect on their work and take pride in their progress. It also provides a way to systematically record vocabulary, useful not only for encouraging word retention, but also useful 
for looking up words that may have been forgotten.  

The folder accompanies each child through KS2, giving continuity in learning between academic years. Regular summative testing provided under the Maximum Classics 
scheme offers summative assessments with a pupil test at the end of each unit, testing comprehension and recall of key grammar, vocabulary and skills from the unit in question 
in order to evidence progression within the subject.  

Curriculum Impact 

Our pupils love to make links with their learning and the world around them and learning Latin enables them to demonstrate this. An example of this was when writing an 
eyewitness account of the eruption of Pompeii, many children chose to incorporate Latin into their work.  In addition learning another language helps to sharpen minds, 
cultivate mental alertness, creates keener attention to detail, develops critical thinking, and enhances problem-solving abilities across the curriculum.   

Extracurricular Opportunities 

As a Church of England school in immediate proximity to our church and its churchyard, we have opportunities to become Latin detectives and look for words on a daily basis 
in our immediate environment. 
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