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Curriculum Intent 

 

At Elton Primary School, the science curriculum provides children with an increasing knowledge and understanding of the 
world around them and beyond. Our curriculum enables children to explore and question their surroundings, preparing them 
for life in an increasingly evolving and scientific world and giving them an understanding of how to preserve the environment. 

 
Scientific enquiry skills are used in each topic the children study, and these topics are revisited and developed throughout 
their time at the school. In EYFS, children explore science by developing knowledge and understanding of the world through 
hands on learning experiences and this is continued and developed in key stage 1, and developed yet further in key stage 2, 
where children build upon prior knowledge and skills, and increase their enthusiasm for topics whilst embedding knowledge in 
their long-term memory.  

 
All children are encouraged to develop and use a range of skills including observation and investigations, as well as develop 
effective questioning skills and become independent learners. Vocabulary for each topic is taught and built on every term. 

 
Science based workshops and visits are arranged to enrich children’s subject knowledge and capture their interest. 
 
Curriculum Implementation  

 

Teachers create a positive attitude to science learning within their classrooms and reinforce an expectation that all children are 
capable of achieving high standards in science. Our whole school approach to the teaching and learning of science involves the 
following: 

  
• Science teaching will be linked (where possible) to our Big Question to encourage engagement, and will build on prior key 

stage knowledge and skills to enable the achievement of a greater depth and understanding.  The resource, “Plan-it” gives 
progression a coherent framework. 

• Through our planning, we involve investigation opportunities that allow children to find out for themselves. Teachers use 
precise questioning in class to test conceptual knowledge and skills, and assess children regularly to identify those children 
with gaps in learning. 
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Curriculum Impact 

 

The approach at Elton Primary school results in a fun, engaging, high-quality science education that provides children with the 

foundations for understanding the world. Our engagement with the local environment ensures that children learn through varied and 

first-hand experiences of the world around them. So much of science lends itself to outdoor learning and so we provide children 

with opportunities to experience this. Through various workshops, trips and interactions with experts, children have the 

understanding that science has changed our lives and that it is vital to the world’s future. 

 

Extracurricular opportunities 

Homework matters gives children and their families regular opportunities to showcase their enthusiasm for science. 

We work in partnership with a number of local schools and businesses to give children opportunities that enrich our science 

curriculum.  Recent collaborations have been with: 

• Oundle School  - Planetarium and Space day, inside the science lab day (dissections and experiments) 

• Royal Society – project on mammals and whiskers 

• Manchester University Project on mammals and whiskers 

• Cambridgeshire University (electricity wokshops) 

• Stempoint  - Knex day 

• Whirlpool – Lego league 

• Perkins (STEM ambassadors)  - Green Goblins 

  

• We build upon the learning and skill development of the previous key stages. As the children’s knowledge and 
understanding increases, and they become more proficient in selecting, using scientific equipment, collating and interpreting 
results, they become increasingly confident in their growing ability to come to conclusions based on real evidence. 

• 'Working Scientifically' skills are embedded into lessons to ensure these skills are being developed throughout the children’s 
school career and new vocabulary and challenging concepts are introduced through direct teaching. This is developed 
through the years, in keeping with the topics. 
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